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PRESS RELEASE 
 

U.S. Helps Macedonian Schools Get Off to a Good Start 
 
When school doors opened for the new school year, students in 13 schools around Macedonia 
found conditions much improved, thanks to the American people through the United States 
Agency for International Development (USAID), a part of the U.S. Mission in Macedonia.   
Over $600,000 was donated to local governments by USAID for new roofs, toilets, heating 
systems, lights, doors and windows in schools from Tearce to Bosilovo, from Kriva Palanka to 
Debarca.  The school renovation activities are implemented by the USAID Decentralization 
Project.  The goal of the Decentralization Project is to assist Macedonian muicipalities as they 
assume greater responsibilities at the local level. 
 
“Maintenance of school facilities is one of the largest new expenditures that municipalities face 
with decentralization.  We believe that the Macedonian Government is working to create an 
environment conducive to municipal management of schools, and we are happy to have 
provided financial assistance to municipalities for school renovations throughout this transitional 
period,” says William Althaus, Chief of Party for the USAID Decentralization Project.   
 
These 13 school renovation projects were financed through the Municipal Good Governance 
Fund (MGGF) of the USAID Decentralization Project, which provides support for small scale 
infrastructure projects identified by the municipalities, with active citizen involvement in the 
decision-making process.  In addition to the MGGF, the USAID Decentralization Project works 
directly with 56 Macedonian municipalities in core areas of municipal management, including tax 
administration, financial management, urban planning and communal services. 
 
     
NOTES TO EDITORS: 
 
The American people, through USAID, have invested more than $450 million in Macedonia 
since 1993. More than 20 projects worth $30 million a year are currently being implemented. 
These projects are designed to support Macedonia’s transition to a free market-based, multi-
ethnic democracy. They include initiatives to accelerate economic growth, develop democratic 
institutions, and educate citizens for a modern economy. USAID provides economic and 
humanitarian assistance in more than 100 countries.  For more information please visit 
http://macedonia.usaid.gov� 

 
 


